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Indonesia accords priority to pharma

industry, says Consul General

Stresses more interactions with Indian business community

N. RAVI KUMAR
HYDERABAD

Information technology
(IT), pharmaceuticals,
healthcare and educa-
tion are sectors Indone-
sia has identified for
growing the engage-
ment with India, Indo-
nesian Consul General
in Mumbai Ade Suken-
der said here on Wed-
nesday.

In doing so, Indone-
sia sought to draw on
the expertise of India,
an approach that as-
sumes significance in
the backdrop of the am-
bitious goal the two
countries had set last
year to more than dou-
ble the bilateral trade by
2025.

“These sectors
should be explored
further,” is an advisory
from Indonesia to the
Mission in India, Mr. Su-

een

Ade; Sukendér

kender said. This is to be
achieved by having
more interactions with
the Indian business
community, he said at
an interaction.

Besides these sectors,
Indonesia was keen on
importing more rice, su-
gar, bovie meat, so-
mething that was high-
lighted by Kumara Jati,
Director of Indonesian
Trade Promotion Centre
in Chennai, who, along
with a few other offi-
cials, was present dur-

ing the interaction.

The Consul General
said Indonesia was ac-
cording top priority to
development of the
pharma industry as well
as the healthcare sector,
towards which it is open
to collaborations. High-
lighting the growth op-
portunities that existed

in Indonesia for Indian

IT firms, he said a few of
the firms were already
working on different
projects in the area of
banking and e-payment
services. An Indonesian
mobility solution pro-
vider had also set up an'
office in Bengaluru with
around 200 engineers,
he added.

Elaborating on the
scope for Indian compa-

 nies to set up opera-

tions, Director of Indo-
nesia
Promotion Centre in

Investment

Abu Dhabi D. Rizky No-
vihamzah said the Indo-
nesian government had
eased the process of the
approvals for investors
with an online submis-
sion mechanism that
aimed at integrating the
licensing mechanism of
20 ministries.

Mr. Sukender ex-
pressed the confidence
that the $50 billion bilat-
eral trade target was
achievable by 2025.

On tourism, he said
the number tourists
from India to Indonesia
last year was nearly six
lakh and expected to in-
crease with the pro-
posed launch of air con-
nectivity between the
two countries.

Later, he addressed a
meeting of members of
the Federation of Telan-
gana Chambers of Com-
merce and Industry.
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Hyderabad: Indonesia is pushing for
cooperation in the information tech-
nology,education and pharmasectors
inTelangana,said Ade Sukendar; con-
sul general of the Republicof Indone-
sia in Mumbai, on Wednesday.

Inan interview with TOI whileon
histriptoHyderabad, theconsulgene-
ral, said Indonesia was alsolooking at
exportsof riceandsugarfrom Telang-
ana. “We usually get these from Thai-
land and Australia, butthesurplushe-
remakes itamoreaffordable option.”

Speaking about bilateral ties, Su-
kendar said bilateral trade reached
$18.74 billion in 2018 up from $18.13 bil-
lion in 2017. While saying that imports
from India increased to $5.01 billion in
2018, a24% increase from previous ye-
ar hesaidexportstoIndiawitnesseda
decline of 2% settling at $13.72 billion
in 2018. “The reason has been high ta-
riff rates applicable for Indonesian
imports,”hesaid. Sukendarsaid Indo-
nesiawas seekinga preferential trade
agreement with India and talks were
on in this regard. India has traditio-
nally imported palm oil, copper, coal
andrubberfromIndonesiaand expor-
ted petroleum products and telecom-
munication equipment.

Indonesia’s investments in India
aretothetune of $629.11 million. Spea-
Kkingaboutbusinessties, Sukendarsa-
id several big players including TATA
group, Adanis and GVK were in Indo-
nesia. “Wearemeeting GVK group on
Wednesday: The Bali Airport was do-

The consul general alsomet
members ofthe Federation of
Telangana Chambers of Com-
merceand Industry regarding
enhancement ofinvestments.
Hethen met membersadele-
gation of travel agents

ne by them. Bidding has been opened
for airports in other key cities and
GVK grouphasbeéen invited,” hesaid.
Tn connection to travel the country; he
said talks were going on with Indigo
Airlines about starting direct flights,
which should pan out this year. Garu-
daIndonesia Airlines, which was ope-
rating a non-stop flight, halted servi-
ces due to few passenger bookings on
way back from Bali to Mumbai.
Regarding tourism, he said Indo-
nesiahassetatargetof eightlakhtou-
rists in 2019 from India. n 2018, this fi-
gurestood atjustunder six lakh, with
around threelakh heading toBali.
Oneducationfront, Sukendarsaid
Indonesia would like to see more stu-
dentscometoIndiaforhigherstudies.
“Currently; our students are going to
Saudi and the US. There is a lack of
awareness regarding the internatio-
nally acceptable quality of education
being provided in India which is also
veryaffordable. Outof 40,000students
abroad, there are only 120 in India,
with only 12 in Telangana,” he said.
The consul general had visited Osma-
nia University on Tuesday, where so-

mestudents are currently studying.
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