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Geopolitics will be fueled by electrified systems 

David Livingston, Deputy Director - Climate and Advanced Energy Global Energy Center, 
Atlantic Council said that future geopolitics will be driven by electrified systems. Oil 
economy dominated the global politics last century, in the coming days electric economy 
and systems will rule, he added. 
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Hyderabad: There is a need for new free trade agreements for green goods among nations as 
renewable power landscape is changing, David Livingston, Deputy Director – Climate and Advanced 
Energy Global Energy Center, Atlantic Council, a think tank on international affairs. 

Speaking on `Trade and Industrial Policy in the Energy Transition’, organised by the Federation of 
Telangana Chambers of Commerce & Industry (FTCCI) in association US Consulate General 
Hyderabad, he said conflicts on critical minerals like chromium and lithium, which find a use in 
battery technologies, could rise in days to come due to increasing use of renewable energies. New 
technologies have to be evolved to keep production efficiencies high. The effort should be to lower 
various barriers in trade, he said. 

“The future geopolitics will be driven by electrified systems. Oil economy dominated the global 
politics last century, in the coming days electric economy and systems will rule,” he said. If oil drove 
the geopolitics for a century now, it will be electrified systems that will drive geopolitics going 
forward, said. 

US and India can be leaders in energy technology. “Focus should be on making the recycling efficient 
to reuse critical elements,” he said adding that rise of renewable energy has complicated many of 
the longstanding dynamics between trade and energy. In the traditional fossil fuel based economy, 
both suppliers of fossil fuels (such as oil) and consumers of such energy have had an interest in 
ensuring free, uninterrupted flow of energy in global markets, he said. 

Renewable energy, on the other hand, offers a more democratised energy paradigm, one in which 
conceivably any country can deploy the infrastructure necessary to convert free and abundant 
resources, such as sun and wind, into productive energy, Livingston said adding that recent tariffs on 
imported solar panels put in place by India and the United States is as an effort to create conditions 
conducive to localising production of renewable energy technologies. 
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Telangana govt to come up with new solar policy 

V Rishi Kumar  Hyderabad | Updated on June 18, 2019  Published on June 18, 

2019 

 
The distributed solar installation approach has enabled the State to harness the potential of unused 

transmission networks, paving the way for supplying power to deficit locations   -  C.V.Subrahmanyam 

New tenders for capacity addition, floating solar 

plants 

The Telangana government is planning to come out with a new solar policy factoring in the changes 
in the rapidly expanding renewable energy sector. 

The policy framework will take forward the State government agenda and align with the Centre’s 
larger target of achieving 175 GW (giga watt) capacity by 2022. 

The State also plans to come out with fresh solar tenders for capacity addition including for a couple 
of large floating projects in the two major reservoirs of the State. 

Ajay Mishra, Special Chief Secretary, Telangana, said that the solar policy announced about five 
years ago provided a push to the sunrise industry with an installed capacity of about 3,600 MW. And 
cumulatively, the State’s renewable energy capacity is up at 3,800 MW. 

Having achieved its near term goals, it is time to re-strategise and look at setting up more capacity 
by coming out with a new policy that is in tune with the changed requirements, he said. 

Distributed 

The distributed solar installation approach has made a big impact on the State’s energy pool by 
enabling it to harness the potential of unused transmission networks thereby paving the way for 
supplying power to deficit locations. 

Speaking at the Federation of Telangana Chambers of Commerce and Industry, Mishra said the State 
started with over 30 per cent power deficit and industrial units had to face two days of power 
holidays in a week, and rural areas had power barely for few hours. However, with a focussed 

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/national/telangana-govt-to-come-up-with-new-solar-policy/article28066523.ece
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/national/telangana-govt-to-come-up-with-new-solar-policy/article28066523.ece
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approach, the State managed to ensure 24x7 power supply within months of the new government’s 
formation in 2014. 

New capacity 

“Thereafter, it has grown from strength to strength and we are in the process of developing 
additional thermal power capacity of 9,000 MW over the next few years,” he said. 

“Due to elections, fresh tenders could not be floated. We look forward to offer new projects 
factoring these changes and including the lower prices at which new projects are coming up,” he 
said. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 


